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Coachella and Stagecoach won’t be back until 
next year, but live music lovers can still enjoy 
outdoor concerts throughout the month of May 
thanks to the return of Palm Desert’s Spring 
Concerts in the Park.
	E njoy exciting performances under the stars 
at the Civic Center Park Amphitheater from 7:30 
to 9 p.m. every Thursday in May, beginning 
May 7 with south of the border-inspired sounds 
from The Latin Society.
	N amed "Entertainers of the Year" by 
Hispanic Lifestyle Magazine, The Latin Society, 
perform a variety of Latin and tropical musical 
styles that will get concertgoers on their feet 
and dancing to the music.
	F amily YMCA of the Desert will be leading 
children’s games and activities before each of 
the four shows.
	C oncertgoers are encouraged to bring picnic 
baskets, blankets, and lawn chairs. Beverages 
and snacks will also be available for purchase. 
Alcoholic beverages and smoking are prohibited.

	 Civic Center Park is located on the northeast corner of San Pablo 
Avenue and Fred Waring Drive. For more information, please call 
760-346-0611, ext. 416.

May 7  
The Latin Society
Salsa

May 14	
AMFM
Variety/
Top 40

May 21	
Vinnie and the Hooligans
Folk/Alternative

May 28
Common Sense
Reggae

  	T his year’s Spring Concerts, offered by the City and sponsored by 
the Desert Recreation District and Family YMCA of the Desert, offer a 
variety of talented acts designed to please music lovers of all ages and 
tastes including:



Be sure to catch the City’s last docent guided 
public art tour of the season on Saturday, May 2 
from 9 to 10 a.m., with a free 
tour of art in Civic Center 
Park. Participants will meet 
in front of the Messenger of 
the Puul near the park’s south 
entrance from Fred Waring 
Drive.
Information: 760-568-1441

The City has established a Short-Term Rental 
Afterhours Hotline – 760-833-7998 – so that 
residents can conveniently report problems with 
rentals in their neighborhoods when City Hall 
is closed.
Afterhours Hotline: 760-833-7998 
Business hours: (8 a.m. – 5 p.m., 
Monday – Friday): 760-346-0611, ext. 360 

Save the date for fire-
works, live music, and 
fun at the City of Palm 
Desert’s Independence 
Day Celebration at Civic 
Center Park on Saturday, 
July 4.

Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 416

Dates to Remember
Mother’s Day
May 10

Armed Forces Day
May 16

Memorial Day
May 25

Flag Day
June 14

Father’s Day
June 21

Shoppers on El Paseo might have noticed something new about the 
famous shopping boulevard lately. 
	 The City recently installed 28 new benches and 28 new waste 
and recycling receptacles along the length of El Paseo between 
Highway 74 and Portola Avenue, replacing a smaller number of 
aging benches and trash cans.
	 The rectangular benches feature decorative grooves on the 
upper portion of each bench’s face as well as notches along the seat 
edges that give the benches a distinctive look while discouraging 
skateboarders from attempting to use them as platforms for tricks.
	U nlike the old trash cans, which only included an area for waste, the 
new receptacles house two openings  – one for recyclables and one for 
trash. The new waste receptacles also feature a color inset on each side 
decorated with Palm Desert’s logo.
	 Created by area company Greenday 
LLC, the new benches and waste 
receptacles are made from recycled glass 
and concrete and sealed to make them 
easier to clean and to provide additional 
protection from their environment.  
	U sing coffee, chocolate, soda, and 
other foods and beverages, the City 
conducted extensive tests on the recycled material to ensure its ability 
to be cleaned after sitting in the sun for two weeks. City workers then 
pressure washed the material, which stood up to the abuse and came 
away clean.
	 The new additions improve the streetscape on El Paseo and 
bring this popular shopping and dining destination’s public facilities 
in line with its upscale image as the “Rodeo Drive of the Desert.”

Do you love Palm Desert and have a few hours per month to devote to serving your community? Openings 
on City committees and commissions present opportunities for residents who would like to get involved and 
provide advice to the City Council on issues of local interest and concern. 
	E xamples of current opportunities include the Citizens’ Sustainability Committee and the Library 
Promotion Committee.  
	A pplications for service on all standing committees and commissions are accepted at any time. The City 
Council reviews applications annually and at other times when vacancies arise.
	A ll applicants are required to attend at least two meetings of the committee or commission for which 
they are applying and then complete an application package and submit it to the City Clerk’s Office.  Meeting 
schedules can be accessed on the “Calendar” page of the City’s website –  www.cityofpalmdesert.org. 
	 For applications and more information, please contact the City Clerk’s office at 760-346-0611, ext. 304.

Palm Desert Wants You!

Delight in Dining Out
During Restaurant Week

Savvy diners can enjoy fabulous cuisine and great deals at top restaurants 
in Palm Desert and across the Coachella Valley when Restaurant Week 
returns for its eighth year Friday, May 29 through Sunday, June 7. 
	 Organized by the Palm Springs Desert Resorts Restaurant Association 
and sponsored by the City of Palm Desert, Restaurant Week 2015 is the 
perfect time to visit a favorite restaurant or to try something new, as chefs 
prepare mouthwatering meals at a fixed price. 
	M ore than 100 restaurants will be offering their own unique three-
course prix fixe menus. Prices are $26 or $38 per person, depending on the restaurant, and do not include 
beverages, tax, or gratuity. No tickets or special passes are required, but reservations are highly recommended.
	R estaurant Week has expanded beyond dining to include partnerships with area hotels and attractions. 
Like the restaurants, these partners are also offering special deals May 29 to June 7.
	F or more information,  please visit www.palmspringsrestaurantweek.com or call 847-917-3600.

New Arrivals 
Spruce Up
 El Paseo



The Palm Desert Community Gallery will feature shows in May and June that showcase works 
created by local students and feature watercolor paintings from two talented artists.
	T he first exhibition, on display through June 5, features artworks and essays created by Palm Desert 
students as part of the City’s 2015 Student Art and Essay Contest.
	N ow in its 30th year, the Contest is a favorite tradition in Palm Desert schools, encouraging students 
to discover and display their talents through writing and art. 

	I n January, more than 2,000 students, from kindergarteners to 
high school seniors, were challenged to write an essay or create art 
reflecting this year’s theme, “Palm Desert Through My Eyes”.     
	T he colorful and thought provoking results of their work will 
be judged by Palm Desert’s Mayor and members of the Art in Public 
Places Commission with first, second, and third place winners 
receiving ribbons. First place winners will be announced at a public 
awards ceremony at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13, in the 
Council Chamber at City Hall. 
	T he second exhibition, Observations, will feature watercolors 
from artists Veronique Branger and Alejandro Olmo and be on 
display from June 11 through August 21. The City will host a public 
reception to honor the artists on Monday, June 22 from 5:30 – 7 p.m.  
	F rench born Veronique Branger presents a collection of water-
color paintings that reflect her recent trips to Spain and France, as 
well as images from her life as a Coachella Valley resident. She studied 

at the National School of Fine Art in Lyon, France and continued her artistic education in San Francisco.
	M exican born Alejandro Olmo has a formal 
education in art from the University of Guadalajara.  
He finds great inspiration in the beauty of the 
desert and the surrounding mountains. His inner 
vision expresses itself in his watercolors through 
a broad range of landscape, botanic, and 
symbolic art.
	 The Palm Desert Community Gallery is located in 
Palm Desert City Hall, and is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more information, 
please call 760-346-0611, ext. 664 or visit 
www.palmdesertart.org.

City Offers Free 
Reusable Shopping Bags 
to Residents
The City of Palm Desert continues to offer 
residents free, reusable shopping bags as part of 
its Bring Your Own Bag (BYOB) program.
	T he reusable, washable ChicoBags bags come 
in especially handy now that Palm Desert grocery 
stores are no longer offering plastic bags and 
charging 10 cents for each paper bag following 
the implementation of the City’s plastic bag 
ordinance in April.

	T he reusable bags are available to Palm Desert 
residents, with proof of residency, at the Palm 
Desert Visitor Center, 73470 El Paseo, Suite F-7. 
The amazingly compact bags are made of recycled 
material and feature the City’s logo along with a 
picture of Recycle Binney, the desert tortoise who 
serves as Palm Desert’s sustainability mascot.
	I n addition to the free bag giveaway, the City 
has been leading a public information campaign 
to promote the use of reusable shopping bags 
throughout Palm Desert. 
	I n recent months, staff held more than 17 
giveaway events at local grocery stores and large 
retailers where shoppers have received information 
about the negative impacts of plastic bags as well 
as free, reusable, biodegradable shopping bags 
that are different from the ChicoBags.

	 Discarded single-use plastic bags pollute the 
environment and can harm wildlife while reusable 
bags conserve resources, reduce water pollution, 
and save money by reducing litter. 
	F or more information about how to claim 
your reusable ChicoBag and about the City’s BYOB 
campaign, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 480.

The City will host a free, two-day shredding event at City Hall, 73510 Fred Waring Drive, on Friday and 
Saturday, May 1 and 2. 
	S hredding will take place from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. or until the trucks are full. There is no need to 
remove staples or paper clips. Binders will not be accepted. All documents will be shredded onsite and 
then recycled. 
	F or security purposes, the following types of documents should be considered for shredding:

This event is free and open to Palm Desert residents and businesses. Businesses will be limited to ten 
boxes of materials per day. For more information, please call 760-346-0611, ext. 416.

n	L egal papers 		
n	C redit card slips
n	B ank statements	
n	R eceipts/invoices
n	P ayroll records		
n	M edical records 
n	T ax records		

n	A ccounting files records, 
	 financial statements
n	C ontracts		
n	P ersonnel files
n	C anceled checks 	
n	P hotographs

Free Shredding Returns to Palm Desert

Student Art and Watercolors 
on Display in Community Gallery Exhibitions

Experts say that four or five reusable 
bags used once a week can replace 
520 single-use plastic bags a year.
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info@cityofpalmdesert.org

Websites
www.palm-desert.org

www.cityofpalmdesert.org

n

Watch City Council 
meetings live online at

www.cityofpalmdesert.org
on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 

each month at 4 p.m.

n

Susan Marie Weber 
Mayor

Robert A. Spiegel
Mayor Pro Tem

Jan Harnik 
Sabby Jonathan

Van G. Tanner

n

First Weekend Palm Desert celebrates the finale of its second season with another 
weekend of world-class arts and entertainment headlined by The Living Desert’s Brew at 
the Zoo on Saturday, May 2, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
	 This is the sixth year that The Living Desert will host this popular event, which offers 
guests unlimited tastings of premium craft beers as well as wine, food, and activities in a 
fun and festive setting at the Coachella Valley’s only zoo and botanical gardens.   
	 Advance tickets are $45 for members and $55 for non-members and $5 more at the 
door. Designated drivers benefit from a special $35 ticket price.
	 Brew at the Zoo is just one example of First Weekend fun.  
The weekend kicks off on Friday, May 1, from 4 to 8 p.m. with 
the El Paseo Art Walk. Participants enjoy special in-store events 
and extended shopping hours during the Art Walks, which take 
place every first Friday, November through May.
	 In conjunction with First Weekend and the El Paseo Art 
Walk, the Palm Springs Art Museum in Palm Desert hosts First Fridays at The 
Galen from 4 to 8 p.m. These fun, free events feature live music, performance art, and 
film screenings. Participants can view the current exhibition on display in The 

Galen followed by entertainment in the Faye Sarkowsky 
Sculpture Garden from 5 to 7 p.m. 
     First Weekend partners include El Paseo Art Walk, 
Palm Springs Art Museum in Palm Desert, El Paseo 
Cruise Night, Palm Desert Public Art Program, The 
McCallum Theatre, The Gardens on El Paseo, Cinemas 
Palme D’Or, The Living Desert, and the Indian Wells 
Theater at Cal State.

	 For more information about all of the exciting First Weekend events, 
visit www.pdfirstweekend.com.

Celebrate the 
Finale of First 
Weekend 
Palm Desert 
with Brew 
at the Zoo

Lower-income homeowners with 
homes that need emergency repairs 
are encouraged to apply for the City 
of Palm Desert’s Home Improvement 
Program.
	 Examples of the types of repairs 
that could be eligible for assistance 
under the program include emergency 
air conditioner repairs and repairs to 
damaged roofs.
	 If you own your own home, think 
you might qualify for the program, and 
would like more information, please 
call 760-346-0611, ext. 421.

Lower-Income 
Homeowners
Get Help for 
Emergency Repairs 
Through Home 
Improvement 
Program 





	

CITY OF PALM DESERT 
Palm Desert Civic Center
73510 Fred Waring Drive
760-346-0611
www.palm-desert.org
www.cityofpalmdesert.org
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Report Graffiti
Graffiti Hotline: 760-340-5776

Free Community 
Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) 
Training 
20-hour class over five 
days teaches basic first 
aid, light search and 
rescue, and disaster preparedness.
Limited to first 40 enrollees
Monday–Friday, May 11 – 15, 8 a.m. – noon 
Information and registration: 760-776-6326  

PALM DESERT AQUATIC CENTER
73751 Magnesia Falls Drive
760-565-7467
www.PDpool.com 
Monday – Friday, 5:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturdays, 7 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sundays, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Discounted lap swim passes available for sale

Summer Swim Hours beginning 
Memorial Day Weekend (May 23)
Monday – Friday, 5:30 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Saturdays, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sundays, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Beginning June 15
Daily recreation swim from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Adult Water Polo
Fridays, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
$5 per session

Senior Water Fitness Classes
Six days a week
Information: www.PDpool.com

PALM DESERT VISITOR CENTER
73470 El Paseo, Suite F-7
760-568-1441  
www.palm-desert.org
Monday – Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Sundays

FAMILY YMCA OF THE DESERT
43930 San Pablo Avenue
760-341-9622
www.ymcaofthedesert.org
Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

PALM DESERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
73300 Fred Waring Drive
760-346-6552
www.rivlib.com
Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday, 1 – 5 p.m.
Closed Monday, May 25 (Memorial Day)

Career Vision Workshop
Discover innovative ideas that turn the job search 
process from reactive to proactive. 
Saturday, May 30, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Brown Bag Lunch 
and TED Talk
Bring your lunch and 
experience a TED Talk
(water and cookies provided).
Tuesday, June 16, 12:15 p.m.

“T is for Titles” Book Club
Lively discussions each month about books 
on a variety of topics with refreshments
Selected Tuesdays, 3 p.m.
May 5	 Free Read
June 2	 Biographies
Information: 760-346-6552, ext. 4212 

		  “All Strings Attached” 
		  Knit & Crochet Group
		  Bring your own project to work
		  on and share ideas, inspiration, 
		  and techniques. Drop ins 
		  welcome.
Meets on Tuesdays, May 12  & June 9, 1 – 3 p.m. 

PALM SPRINGS ART MUSEUM 
IN PALM DESERT
72567 Highway 111 
760-346-5600
www.psmuseum.org
Now offering free admission every day!
Tuesday – Thursday, Saturday & Sunday
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Friday, noon – 8 p.m. 
Closed Mondays and major holidays

Free Yoga
Enjoy yoga in the beautiful outdoor Faye Sarkowsky 
Sculpture Garden
Wednesdays, 9 – 10 a.m.

PALM DESERT
COMMUNITY CENTER
43900 San Pablo Avenue
760-568-9697
http://www.myrecreationdistrict.com
Monday – Friday, 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The Community Center is closed Sundays 

Summer Camp 
Enjoy field trips, swimming at the Aquatic 
Center, arts and crafts, music, sports, 
& lots of fun. 
Monday, June 15 – Friday, July 3 
Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Signups available for additional sessions
in July and August 
$240 per three-week session; 
$90 per one-week session; 
$25 daily drop in fee 
  
Introduction to Tai Chi 
Strengthen internal muscles, improve mobility, 
coordination, balance, and calm your mind. 
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 – 10:15 a.m. 
$25 per month 

Community Center classes include Ballroom 
Dancing, Beginning Ballet, Belly Dancing, 
Guitar, Play & Pretend, Progressive Line 
Dancing, Salsaerobics, Swing ‘n Salsa, 
& Tae Kwon Do





THE LIVING DESERT
47900 Portola Avenue
760-346-5694
www.livingdesert.org
Admission rates: 
$17.25 adults; 
$15.75 seniors 62+ & military (with ID); 
$8.75 children ages 3 – 12; 
children under age 3, free
Open daily
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Starry Safari
Spend the night at the zoo for up-close 
animal presentations, guided walks through 
the zoo, and s’mores. 
Friday & Saturday nights: May 2, 8, 16, 22
$72 tent-reservation fee plus $78 per person 
for members; $72 tent-reservation fee plus 
$93 per person for non-members
 
Brew at the Zoo
The 6th annual event offers guests unlimited 
tastings of premium craft beers, as well 
as wine, food, and activities in a festive 
atmosphere at the zoo.   
Saturday, May 2, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Advance tickets: $45 members; 
$55 non-members
Door price: $50 members, $60 non-members
Designated drivers: $35
VIP Lounge: $125

National Public Gardens Day
Garden walk and 20% off nursery purchases
Friday, May 8
Free with paid admission

Train Day
Trackless train ride with conductor hats for 
kids (while supplies last), a scavenger hunt, 
train adoption, and more.
Saturday, May 9
Free with paid admission

Mother’s Day 
Mothers get 50% off admission 
price with the purchase of one 
regular priced child’s admission
Sunday, May 10

Memorial Day 
All military, police, fire, EMTs and their 
families (up to six people) receive 50% off 
admission, food and beverages with ID
Monday, May 25

World Giraffe Day 
Giraffe feedings, kids’ activities, arts and crafts 
in Village Watutu, lunch specials, giraffe 
adoption specials, and a giraffe keeper chat
Sunday, June 21
Free with paid admission

THE GARDENS/EL PASEO VILLAGE
73545 El Paseo
760-862-1990
Monday – Thursday, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OF PALM DESERT
72861 El Paseo
760-346-6588
www.hspd.org
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, & Saturday
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Volunteers needed

The Historical Society closes for the summer on 
Saturday, May 30 and will reopen September 28

MCCALLUM THEATRE
73000 Fred Waring Drive
760-340-ARTS (2787)   
www.mccallumtheatre.com

College of the Desert presents
Fiddler on the Roof
Friday & Saturday, May 1 & 2, 8 p.m.
Sunday, May 3, 2 p.m. 

Visit www.mccallumtheatre.com or call the box 
office for a complete listing of May & June events. 

PALM DESERT AREA 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
72559 Highway 111
760-346-6111
www.pdacc.org 

Chamber Breakfast
Tuesday, May 12, 7 a.m.
Desert Willow Golf Resort

Profit Connection Business Leads Lunches 
Monthly, second and fourth Thursdays
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Information & reservations: 760-346-6111 

Mixer Networking Events
Selected Wednesdays, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Visit www.pdcc.org for location information

Chamber of Commerce 
Chamber for Good
Visit www.pdcc.org and click 
the “Chamber for Good” logo 
to connect and contribute 
to local nonprofits.  The site 
is a conduit for members of the community to 
explore the needs of our local charities and giving 
organizations.  Sign up to receive weekly updates, 
post items for donation, and see items that 
are needed. 

SANTA ROSA & SAN JACINTO MTNS
NAT’L MONUMENT VISITOR CENTER
51500 Highway 74
760-862-9984
www.desertmountains.org
Visitor Center Hours
May:  Wednesday – Monday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
June:  Wednesday – Monday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Upper Elevation Hikes
Alternating Saturday mornings beginning in May. 
Minors must be accompanied by an adult. 
Bring at least two liters of water and snacks, 
wear appropriate clothes, sunscreen, and 
closed-toe shoes. Hike times and locations vary.
Information and RSVP: 760-862-9984

Night Adventures in the Monument
Use blacklights to see night creatures
in the desert including scorpions, 
tarantulas, geckos, owls, and jackrabbits. 
Minors must be accompanied by an 
adult. Bring water and wear closed-toe shoes. 
Alternating Saturday evenings beginning in June. 
Information and RSVP: 760-862-9984

Star Party
Saturday, May 30, 8 – 10 p.m.
Information: www.astrorx.org

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
RIVERSIDE/PALM DESERT CAMPUS
75080 Frank Sinatra Drive
760-834-0800
www.palmdesert.ucr.edu

Lifelong Learning 
Ignite your passion for learning at UC Riverside 
Extension’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. 
Information: 760-834-0997 
or www.extension.ucr.edu/osher


