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Palm Desert will throw a party in honor 
of America’s birthday on Friday, 
July 4, with a free Independence Day 
celebration featuring music, fireworks, 
and more at Civic Center Park.  

	T he fun kicks off at 7:30 p.m. with 
the Swing Cats Big Band, who will 
delight listeners with live, popular big 
band and swing favorites as well as a 
selection of patriotic tunes in keeping 
with the day’s theme.

	 After the concert, the nighttime sky 
will light up at 9 p.m. with a spectacular
20-minute-long fireworks display 
accompanied by synchronized music on 
The Mix 100.5 FM radio station. 
	A  special welcome is extended to 
Rancho Mirage residents. The City of 
Rancho Mirage provided assistance to 
the City of Palm Desert to help defray the 
cost of the celebration.
	A ttendees are encouraged to bring 
picnic dinners, blankets, and chairs to 
enjoy the show. Drinks and snacks will 
also be available for purchase at the Park 
and at the neighboring Palm Desert 
Aquatic Center. Alcoholic beverages, 
smoking, and portable barbeques are 
prohibited. Private fireworks are illegal 
in Civic Center Park and throughout the 
City of Palm Desert. Flashlights are rec-
ommended for safety exiting the park. 
	T o protect public safety during the 
holiday celebration in the unusually busy 

park, golf carts will not be allowed to 
operate inside park grounds on July 4.
	C ivic Center Park is located at 73510 
Fred Waring Drive (Fred Waring and San 
Pablo Avenue). Parking will be allowed at 
the park until 6 p.m.
	R oad closures around the park are 
scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. Private 
vehicles will not be allowed into the park 
once parking lots are full. 
	 For the comfort and convenience of 
attendees, free, air-conditioned shuttle 
service will be provided between 
The Gardens on El Paseo, located at the 
corner of El Paseo and San Pablo Avenue, 
and Civic Center Park, from 6 p.m. until 
10 p.m.  
	 For more information, please call 
760-346-0611, ext. 416.



The Palm Desert Aquatic Center is 
one of the desert’s coolest places 
to celebrate Independence Day 
this July 4. 
	 Enjoy a day filled with 
swimming, water play, and fun 
activities topped off with a great 
view of the fireworks at the City’s 
Independence Day Celebration in 
neighboring Civic Center Park. 
	H ours for the Aquatic Center’s 
three pools will be extended with 
doors opening at 5:30 a.m. and 
closing after the fireworks, which 
start at 9 p.m. Diving boards and 
slides will close at dusk. 
	A dmission for Palm Desert 

residents is $4 for adults (ages 13 - 59), $3 for seniors and youth (ages 6 – 12 or 60 and up), and $2.50 
for children (ages 2 – 5). Children under 2-years-old are free. Admission fees for non-residents are 
slightly higher. The Aquatic Center’s concession stand will be selling a variety of food and drink items.
	T housands of people attend Palm Desert’s Independence Day Celebration each year and parking 
can be a challenge, especially in the late afternoon when streets around Civic Center Park and the 
Aquatic Center begin to close. 
	A quatic Center visitors are encouraged to arrive early and plan for parking. Alternative options 
include Magnesia Falls Drive east of Portola Avenue as well as the parking lot for Magnesia Falls Park. 
For more information, please call 760-565-7467. 

Independence Day falls on Friday this year, 
which means that trash service will be delayed 
one day beginning Friday, July 4. Residents and 
businesses whose trash is normally picked up on 
Friday will be picked up on Saturday. 
Information: 760-346-0611, ext. 416

The Palm Desert Visitor Center will be closed 
for the Independence Day holiday on Friday, 
July 4. It will reopen on Saturday, July 5, and 
resume normal hours, Monday – Saturday, 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Information: 760-568-1441

Rising temperatures bring 
increased coyote activity 
in residential areas. You can 
help protect yourself, your 
pets, and your property 
by following some simple 
steps. Never feed coyotes. 

Do not leave pet food outside. Bring pets inside 
at night and do not leave them outside
unattended. Put garbage in tightly closed 
containers that cannot tip over. The California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s website – 
www.dfg.ca.gov/keepmewild – offers helpful 
information about how to live with coyotes and 
other wildlife.
Information: 909-484-0167

Now is the perfect time 
for local businesses, non-
profits, and associations 
to start designing and 
building their floats in 
preparation for Sunday, 
October 26, and the 50th 
Annual Palm Desert Golf 
Cart Parade. Visit www.GolfCartParade.com 
for entry forms, theme details, assistance, maps 
and more. 
Information: email info@golfcartparade.com.

 
The annual celebration of our nation’s independence on July 4 is a happy and 

exciting occasion for proud Americans, but the loud noises associated with fireworks 
and other festive activities that mark the day can be confusing and frightening to pets.

	    The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) advises pet 
owners to keep their dogs and cats at home in a quiet, sheltered, and escape-proof area 

during fireworks displays. 
	T he City of Palm Desert encourages residents who live in affected areas to follow the SPCA’s advice 
and protect their pets. Pet owners are encouraged to bring their pets indoors during the 20-minute 
fireworks display at Civic Center Park scheduled to start at 9 p.m. on Friday, July 4.
	 For more information about the City’s Independence Day Celebration, please call 760-346-0611, 
ext. 416. 

More fires are reported on Independence Day in the United States than on 
any other day of the year – fireworks account for half of those fires.
	W hen things go wrong with fireworks, they typically go very wrong very fast 
and the results can be deadly. Fireworks and sparklers are designed to explode or 
throw off showers of hot sparks. Temperatures may exceed 1200°F.
	 Personal fireworks are illegal in Palm Desert and the City’s firefighters 
encourage everyone who enjoys the eye-popping colors and earth-shaking 
explosions of a good display to attend an organized public fireworks show 
such as the City’s Independence Day Celebration at Palm Desert Civic Center 
Park on Friday, July 4. 
	T he Riverside County Fire Department maintains a website with fire safety and emergency incident 
information as well as the dates and locations of public fireworks displays at www.rvcfire.org. 
For more information, please call 951-940-6985.

Enjoy Cool Pools and Hot Fireworks 

at Palm Desert Aquatic Center



Show your community 
spirit by giving blood on 
Saturday, July 19, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
gymnasium at Palm Desert 
High School. Your donation 
could save a life and it will help Palm Desert in the Nine Cities 
Challenge blood drive. 
	T his is the second year for the Challenge, in which residents 
from the Valley’s nine cities compete to see which community 
can generate the most blood donations. July 19 is Palm Desert’s 
chance to shine. 
	D onors will receive refreshments and a t-shirt commemorating 
their gift of life as participants in this important event. Palm Desert 
High School is located at 74910 Aztec Road (off Cook Street).  
	 For more information, please call Desert Blood Services at 
760-777-8844 ext. 263. 

COPS Vacation Check Program 
Offers Enhanced Summer Security

Do you love Palm Desert and have a few hours per month to devote to 
serving your community? Openings on City committees and commissions 
present opportunities for residents who would like to get involved and provide 
advice to the City Council on issues of local interest and concern. 
	A pplications for service 
on all standing committees and 
commissions are accepted at any 
time and reviewed by the Council 
annually near the beginning of 
each calendar year. The Council 
also reviews applications at other 
times when vacancies on a 
p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m i t t e e  o r 
commission arise. 
	O pportunities currently exist 
on the City’s Building Board of Appeals & Condemnation, Cultural Resources 
Preservation Committee, Library Promotion Committee, and the Rent Review 
Commission.  
	A ll applicants are required to attend at least two meetings of the 
committee or commission for which they are applying and then complete an 
application package and submit it to the City Clerk’s Office.  Meeting 
schedules can be accessed on the “Calendar” page of the City’s website –  
www.cityofpalmdesert.org. 
	 For applications and more information, please contact the City Clerk’s 
office at 760-346-0611, ext. 304.

Sizzling summer temperatures inspire many Palm Desert residents to see 
July and August as a perfect time to leave town for an extended vacation in 
cooler destinations. 

	V acationing residents and others who need 
to leave their Palm Desert homes for extended 
stays have a way to feel more secure about 
their property thanks to the City’s Citizens on 
Patrol (COPS) Vacation Check Program. 
	 COPS volunteers will patrol and visit 
r e g i s t e r e d  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  h o m e s  i n 
non-gated communities while residents 
are away for two weeks or more. These 
ongoing visits include checks for broken 
windows, evidence of intrusion, vandalism, 
and other obvious problems. COPS 
inspections are confined to the exteriors of 

participating homes and any problems will be reported to the resident and 
the Palm Desert Police Department, as appropriate.
	T o register for the Vacation Check program, residents can fill out an 
application at the Special Programs Department at City Hall, 73510 Fred 
Waring Drive, or contact Citizens on Patrol at 760-776-6397 to request a 
form via mail. 
	C ompleted applications must be submitted in person at the Special 
Programs Department in City Hall and proper identification is required. For 
more information, please call 760-776-6397.

Beginning in July, Palm Desert residents will see changes in their trash 
bills for the first time in five years. 
	T he change will result in a 13 cents per month increase for 
residents who use a standard 96-gallon container and a $2.78 per 
month increase for businesses with a three-yard bin that is serviced 
three times a week.
	 Palm Desert’s contract with Burrtec Waste and Recycling Services 
allows the waste company the opportunity to implement an annual 
increase in waste hauling fees, tied to inflation, as indicated by the 
Producer Price Index.
	 Prior to this most recent change, residential rate increases from 
Burrtec have been offset since 2010 at the direction of the City 
Council. At the time, Council members cited the national 
economic downturn and its impact on the ability of residents to afford 
an increase as reasons for the decision to subsidize the trash rates 
using recycling fees paid to the City by Burrtec.
	T hose recycling fees are now fully accounted for by the City’s 
ongoing subsidies of resident and commercial rates. In May, the 
Council voted unanimously to allow the modest increases proposed 
for 2014 to be applied to Burrtec customers. 
	 For more information about the change and what your new 
trash bill will be, please contact 
Burrtec Waste and Recycling 
Services at 760-340-2113.

Trash Fees Changing 




